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.' they had not known each other from their childhood, like 11 s.    They met, and they parted, alike in haste.'
Yenetia made no reply; her eyes were fixed in abstraction on a handscreen, which she was unconscious that she held.
* Tell me/ said Cadurcis, drawing his chair close to hers ; ' tell me, Yenetia, if-----J
At this moment a thundering knock at the door announced the return of the Countess and her sister-in-law. Cadurcis rose from his seat, but his chair, which still remained close to that on which Yenetia was sitting, did not escape the quick glance of her mortified mother. The Countess welcomed Cadurcis with extreme cordiality; Lady Annabel only returned his very courteous bow.
* Stop and dine with us, my dear lord,* said the Countess.    '"We  are  only  ourselves, and  Lady Annabel and Yenetia.'
* I thank you, Clara,' said Lady Annabel, ' but we cannot stop to-day.'
' Oh!' exclaimed her sister. ' It will be such a disappointment to Philip. Indeed you must stay,' she added, in a coaxing tone ; ' we shall be such an agreeable little party, with Lord Cadiircis.'
* I cannot indeed, my dear Clara,' replied Lady Annabel; * not to-day, indeed not to-day.    Come Yenetia!'
CHAPTER XIY.
LADY ANNABEL was particularly kind to Yenetia on their return to their hotel, otherwise her daughter might have fancied that she had offended her, for she was silent. Yenetia did not doubt that the presence of Lord Cadurcis "was the reason that her mother would not remain and dine at her uncle's. This conviction grieved Yenetia, but she did not repine ; she indulged the fond hope that time would remove the strong prejudice which Lady Ajmabel now so